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Shadow Minister for Plamung
and Environment Pam All c;.n/)
has said a Carr Labor go ern-
ment will establish a wildlife
sanctuary to protect koala habi-
tat in the Goonengerry State
Forest.

Ms Allen said she had been
~ lobbied intensively on the issue
by ALP Candidate for Ballina
Veronica Black. Ms Black had
inspected the forest with mem-
bers of the Koala Koalition,
which has been calling on the
State government to establish a
sanctuary.

‘Goonengerty State Forest
contains an abundance of endan-
gered wildlife and as such is an
important area to set aside as a
sanctuary,’” Ms Black said.

‘Mr [Member for Ballina}
‘Page has been lobbied on the

ALP pledge oh gnctuary

issue for quite some time now
and has made no firm commit-
ment, it is this type of attitude
that sees our native wildlife
nearing extinction.’

Ms Allen said the wildlife
sanctuary plan would not affect
timber supplies to the region.

She said State Forests would
be directed to locate alternative
tirnb?r supplies for industry.

Fauna at risk :

Koalition spokesperson Eliza-
beth Gray said she was ‘very
happy to have a firm commit-
ment’ (0 the sanctuary proposal.

‘It is time for action, endan-
gered fauna are at risk,” she said,
The Koalition: intends to hold a
Bush Christmas Picnic in the
Goonenegerry forest on Decem-
ber 18,
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